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Ignore the Fn: text like: fn: bB baG.  
That's David's way of remembering the first few notes of a tune. 

Contents 

All the Good Times Are Past and Gone  Key: G  fn: bB baG ............................... 6 

Amazing Grace  Key: G  ko: def G .................................. 7 

Angel Band  Key: G  fn: D ......................................... 8 

Ashes of Love  Key: G .................................................. 9 

Auld Lang Syne  Key: .................................................... 10 

Banks of the Ohio  Key: D   fn: D ...................................... 11 

Bile'em Cabbage Down  Key: G  fn: bbbb ccC .......................... 12 

Bill Cheatham  Key: A ................................................. 13 

Blackberry Blossom  Key: G  fn: efg .................................... 13 

Blue Moon of Kentucky  Key: .................................................... 14 

Blue Night  Key: .................................................... 15 

Blue Ridge Cabin Home  Key: A ................................................. 16 

Blue Ridge Mountain Blues  Key: .................................................... 17 

Blue Tail Fly  Key: .................................................... 18 

Bringing in the Georgia Mail  Key: .................................................... 19 

Buffalo Gals  Key: .................................................... 20 

Bury Me Beneath the Willow  Key: D  fn: fAb Afe D .......................... 21 

Bye Bye Love  Key: .................................................... 22 

Camptown Races  Key: G ................................................ 23 

Careless Love  Key: G ................................................ 24 

Clementine  Key: G ................................................ 25 

Clinch Mt. Backstep  Key: A ................................................. 26 

Columbus Stockade Blues  Key: G  fn:  ba G ................................ 27 

Come All Ye Fair and Tender Ladies  Key: D ................................................ 28 

Crawdad Song  Key: .................................................... 29 

Crazy Heart  Key: C ................................................ 30 

Cripple Creek  Key: G ................................................ 31 

http://drbanjo.com/instructional-bluegrassjammingfavorites.php


2 
Crying Holy  Key: G ................................................ 32 

Dark as a Dungeon  Key: .................................................... 33 

Dark Hollow  Key: G ................................................ 34 

Darling Corey  Key: D ................................................ 35 

Don't Let Your Deal Go Down  Key: G ................................................ 36 

Don't This Road Look Rough And Rocky  Key: G ................................................ 37 

Dooley  Key: G ................................................ 38 

Down By the Riverside  Key: D ................................................ 39 

Down In The Valley  Key:  A ................................................ 40 

Down the Road  Key: G ................................................ 41 

Drifting Too Far From the Shore  Key: G ................................................ 42 

Driving Nails in My Coffin  Key: .................................................... 43 

East Virginia Blues  Key: .................................................... 44 

Feast Here Tonight  Key: D ................................................ 45 

Fire Ball Mail  Key: G ................................................ 46 

Foggy Mt. Breakdown  Key: G ................................................ 47 

Foggy Mountain Top  Key: G ................................................ 50 

Footprints in the Snow  Key: C ................................................ 51 

Fox on the Run  Key: .................................................... 52 

Freight Train  Key: G ................................................ 53 

Gentle On My Mind  Key: .................................................... 54 

Get In Line Brother  Key: G ................................................ 55 

Get on Your Knees and Pray  Key: .................................................... 56 

Go Tell Aunt Rhody  Key: .................................................... 57 

Gold Rush  Key: A ................................................. 58 

Good Old Mountain Dew  Key: G ................................................ 59 

Gotta Travel On  Key: G ................................................ 60 

Handsome Molly  Key: D ................................................ 61 

Hear Jerusalem Moan  Key: .................................................... 62 

He's Got The Whole World In His Hands  Key: G ................................................ 63 

Highway of Regret  Key: G ................................................ 64 

Hot Corn Cold Corn  Key: G ................................................ 65 

How Mt. Girls Can Love  Key: .................................................... 66 

I Am a Pilgrim  Key: D ................................................ 67 

I Know You Rider  Key: A ................................................. 68 



3 
I Saw the Light  Key: .................................................... 69 

I Wonder How the Old Folks Are at Home  Key: G ................................................ 70 

I Wonder Where You are Tonight  Key: .................................................... 71 

If I Lose  Key: G ................................................ 72 

I'll Fly Away  Key: G ................................................ 73 

I'll Go Steppin' Too  Key: .................................................... 74 

I'm Going Back to Old Kentucky  Key: C ................................................ 75 

In the Pines  Key: .................................................... 76 

Irene Goodnight  Key: G ................................................ 77 

Jambalaya  Key: .................................................... 78 

Jesse James  Key: G ................................................ 79 

Jimmie Brown the Newsboy  Key: D ................................................ 81 

John Hardy  Key: G ................................................ 82 

John Henry  Key: G ................................................ 83 

Katy Daley  Key: .................................................... 84 

Life's Railway to Heaven  Key: G ................................................ 85 

Little Birdie  Key: D ................................................ 86 

Little Brown Jug  Key: D ................................................ 87 

Little Cabin Home on the Hill  Key: D ................................................ 88 

Little Georgia Rose  Key: G ................................................ 89 

Little Maggie  Key: A ................................................. 90 

Lonesome Road Blues  Key: G ................................................ 91 

Long Black Veil  Key: D ................................................ 92 

Long Journey Home (Two Dollar Bill)  Key: G ................................................ 93 

Love Please Come Home  Key: G ................................................ 94 

Mama Don't 'low  Key: .................................................... 95 

Man of Constant Sorrow  Key: G ................................................ 96 

Midnight Moonlight  Key: A ................................................. 97 

Midnight Special  Key: D ................................................ 98 

Mountain Dew  Key: G ................................................ 99 

Mountain Folk  Key: C .............................................. 100 

MTA Song  Key: G .............................................. 101 

My Grandfather's Clock  Key: D .............................................. 102 

My Home's Across the Blue Ridge Mountains  Key: G .............................................. 103 

New River Train  Key: .................................................. 104 



4 
Nine Pound Hammer  Key: A ............................................... 105 

Oh Susannah  Key: .................................................. 106 

Old Gospel Ship  Key: D .............................................. 107 

Old Home Place  Key: G .............................................. 108 

Old Joe Clark  Key: A ............................................... 109 

Old Old House  Key: D .............................................. 111 

Old Time Religion  Key: G .............................................. 112 

Ole Slew Foot  Key: D .............................................. 113 

On and On  Key: G .............................................. 114 

Paradise  Key: G .............................................. 115 

Peaceful Easy Feeling  Key: E ............................................... 116 

Pig in a Pen  Key: .................................................. 117 

Pistol Packin' Mama  Key: .................................................. 118 

Pretty Fair Maid in the Garden  Key: .................................................. 119 

Pretty Polly  Key: G .............................................. 120 

Rabbit in the Log  Key: D .............................................. 122 

Red Haired Boy  Key: A ............................................... 123 

Red River Valley  Key: G .............................................. 124 

Red Wing  Key: G .............................................. 125 

Reuben's Train/Train 45  Key: D .............................................. 126 

Rocky Top  Key: G .............................................. 127 

Roll in My Sweet Baby's Arms  Key: .................................................. 128 

Roll On Buddy  Key: A ............................................... 129 

Roving Gambler  Key: G .............................................. 130 

Sally Goodin  Key: A ............................................... 131 

Salt Creek  Key: A ............................................... 133 

Salty Dog  Key: G .............................................. 134 

Shady Grove   Key: .................................................. 135 

Sharecropper's Son  Key: .................................................. 136 

She'll Be Comin' Round the Mountain  Key: .................................................. 137 

Shortnin' Bread  Key: .................................................. 138 

Sitting on Top of the World  Key: G .............................................. 139 

Skip To My Lou  Key: .................................................. 140 

Sloop John B.  Key: .................................................. 141 

Soldiers Joy  Key: D .............................................. 142 



5 
Standing in the Need of Prayer  Key: .................................................. 143 

Stay All Night  Key: .................................................. 144 

Steel Rails  Key: .................................................. 145 

Sunny Side of the Mountain  Key: A ............................................... 146 

Swing Low Sweet Chariot  Key: .................................................. 147 

Take Me Back to Tulsa  Key: G .............................................. 148 

Tennessee Waltz  Key:   fn: same as key ...................... 149 

The Old Crossroads  Key: G .............................................. 150 

There's No Hiding Place Down Here  Key: .................................................. 151 

Think of What You've Done  Key: C .............................................. 152 

This Land Is Your Land  Key: D .............................................. 153 

Tom Dooley  Key: .................................................. 154 

Truck Driving Man  Key: G .............................................. 155 

Uncle Pen  Key: A ............................................... 156 

Wabash Cannonball  Key: G .............................................. 157 

Wade In the Water  Key: Em ............................................ 158 

Wagon Wheel  Key: .................................................. 159 

Walls of Time  Key: G .............................................. 160 

Waltz Across Texas  Key: G .............................................. 161 

Way Downtown  Key:  G ............................................. 162 

What Should we do with the Drunken Sailor  Key: Am ............................................ 163 

When the Saints Go Marching In  Key: C .............................................. 164 

Where the Soul Never Dies  Key: .................................................. 165 

White Freight Liner  Key: C .............................................. 166 

Wild Bill Jones  Key: A ............................................... 167 

Wildwood Flower  Key: .................................................. 168 

Will the Circle Be Unbroken  Key: G .............................................. 169 

Will You Be Lonesome Too  Key: A ............................................... 170 

Working on a Building  Key: D .............................................. 171 

Worried Man Blues  Key: G .............................................. 172 

Wreck of the Old 97  Key: .................................................. 173 

Y'All Come  Key: D .............................................. 174 

You Are My Flower  Key: G .............................................. 175 

You Are My Sunshine  Key: D .............................................. 176 

Your Love is Like a Flower  Key: A ............................................... 177 



6 

All the Good Times Are Past and Gone  Key: G  fn: bB baG 
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Amazing Grace  Key: G  ko: def G 
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Angel Band  Key: G  fn: D 
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Ashes of Love  Key: G 
Ashes of love  by Jack & Jim Anglin 

                                    J.Wright 

 

Chorus 

G                      C     G  D 

Ashes of love, cold as ice 

                                                G 

You make the debt  I'll pay the price 

                             C        G   D 

Our love is gone, there's no doubt 

                                                      G 

Ashes of love, the flames burned out 

 

G                                                   D 

The love light that gleems in your eyes 

D                                  G 

Has gone out to my surprise 

                                            D 

We said goodbye. My heart bled 

D                                         G 

I can't revive. a love that's dead 

 

Chorus 

 

Now I trusted you, your love would stay 

Your every wish was my command 

My heart tells me I must forget 

I loved you then. I love you yet 
 

Chorus 
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Auld Lang Syne  Key:  
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Banks of the Ohio  Key: D   fn: D 
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Bile'em Cabbage Down  Key: G  fn: bbbb ccC 
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Bill Cheatham  Key: A  

 

Blackberry Blossom  Key: G  fn: efg 

 



14 

Blue Moon of Kentucky  Key:  

 



15 

Blue Night  Key:  
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Blue Ridge Cabin Home  Key: A 
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Blue Ridge Mountain Blues  Key:  
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Blue Tail Fly  Key:  

When I was young I used to wait, 
On my master and hand him his plate. 
And Pass the bottle when he got dry, 
And brushawaythe blue-tail fly. 
 

CHORUS: 
Jimmy crack corn, and I don't care, 
Jimmy crack corn, and I don't care, 
Jimmy crack corn, and I don't care, 
My master's gone away. 

 

And when he'd ride in the afternoon, 
I'd follow after with my hickory broom. 
The pony being rather shy, 
When bitten bythe blue-tail fly. 
 

CHORUS: 
 

One day he ride around the farm, 
Flies so numerousthey did swarm. 
One chanced to bite him on the thigh, 
The deviltake the blue-tail fly. 
 

CHORUS: 
 

The pony run, he jump, he pitch, 
He threw my master in the ditch. 
He died and the jury wondered why, 
The verdict was the blue-tail fly. 
 

CHORUS: 
 

He lay under the 'simmon tree, 
His epitaph is there to see. 
"Beneath this stone I'm forced to lie, 
The victim ofthe blue-tail fly". 
 

CHORUS: 
 

The Masters gone away 
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Bringing in the Georgia Mail  Key:  

Flatt And Scruggs 

 

See the engine puffing, boy she's making time 
That old trains wearing out the rail, rail, rail 
Heading for the mountain that she's got to climb 

Bringing in the Georgia mail 
 
Ninety miles an hour and she's gaining speed 
Listen to the whistle moan and wail, wail, wail 

Has she got the power I'll say yes indeed 
Bringing in the Georgia mail 
 

See the driver's travel watch her spin the track 
Ought to put that engineer in jail, jail, jail 
Has he got her rolling watch her ball the jack 
Bringing in the Georgia mail 

 
Rocking and a reeling spouting off the steam 
Stoke the fire and hope the brakes don't fail, fail, fail 

Serving all the people listen to her scream 
Bringing in the Georgia mail 
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Buffalo Gals  Key:  

 
Chorus: 

Buffalo Gals, won't you come out tonight,  
Come out tonight, come out tonight. 
Buffalo Gals, won't you come out tonight  
And dance by the light of the moon. 
 

As I was walking down the street,  
Down the street, down the street, 
A pretty little gal I chanced to meet,  
Oh, she was fair to see. 
 
 
I stopped her and we had a talk,  
Had a talk, had a talk, 
Her feet took up the whole sidewalk  
And left no room for me. 
 
 
I asked her if she'd have a dance,  
Have a dance, have a dance, 
I thought that I might have a chance  
To shake a foot with her. 
 
 
I danced with a gal with a hole in her stockin',  
And her heel kept a-knockin', and her toes kept a-rockin' 
I danced with a gal with a hole in her stockin'  
And we danced by the light of the moon. 
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Bury Me Beneath the Willow  Key: D  fn: fAb Afe D 
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Bye Bye Love  Key:  
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Camptown Races  Key: G 

 
    G         

The Campptown ladies sing this song,  

D7         

Doo-da, Doo-da  

    G           

The Camptown racetrack's five miles long  

D7            G        

Oh, de doo-da day  

  

G          

Goin' to run all night  

C                G          

Goin' to run all day  

  G                  

I bet my money on a bob-tailed nag  

D7                  G                      

Somebody bet on the gray  

  

Oh, the long tailed filly and the big black horse,  

Doo-da, doo-da  

Come to a mud hole and they all cut across,  

Oh, de doo-da day  

  

Goin' to run all night  

Goin' to run all day  

I bet my money on a bob-tailed nag  

Somebody bet on the gray  

  

I went down there with my hat caved in,  

Doo-da, doo-da  

I came back home with a pocket full of tin  

Oh, de doo-da day  

  

Goin' to run all night  

Goin' to run all day  

I bet my money on a bob-tailed nag  

Somebody bet on the gray  
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Careless Love  Key: G 
 

G        D7                G      

Love, oh love, oh careless love,  

G                          D7  

Love, oh love, oh careless love,  

        G                 C                

Oh it's love, oh love, oh careless love  

    G        D7                G            

You see what careless love has done.  

 

G      D7            G         

Once I wore my apron low  

G                    D7  

Once I wore my apron low  

G                      C              

Oh it's once I wore my apron low,  

      G      D7                  G         

You'd follow me through rain and snow.  

 

G     D7            G                

Now I wear my apron high  

G                   D7  

Now I wear my apron high  

G                     C            

Oh it's now I wear my apron high,  

       G      D7               G              

You'll see my door and pass it by.  

 

  G          D7                    G          

I cried last night and the night before,  

  G                                D7  

I cried last night and the night before,  

     G                        C             

Oh I cried last night and the night before,  

         G      D7              G              

Going to cry tonight and cry no more.  

 

G                 D7       G             

Love, oh love, oh careless love,  

G                          D7  

Love, oh love, oh careless love,  

        G                 C               

Oh it's love, oh love, oh careless love  

    G        D7                G             

You see what careless love has done.  
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Clementine  Key: G 

G                                                                 D7 

In a cavern, in a canyon, Excavating for a mine,  

               C                G                      D7                     G 

Dwelt a miner, forty-niner, And his daughter Clementine.  

  

Refrain:  

G                                                                                D7    

Oh my darling, oh my darling, Oh my darling Clementine  

             C                          G                     D7                 G     

You are lost and gone forever, Dreadful sorry, Clementine.  

 

2. Light she was, and like a fairy,  And her shoes were number nine,  

Herring boxes without topses,  Sandals were for Clementine.  

  

3. Walking lightly as a fairy,  Though her shoes were number nine,  

Sometimes tripping, lightly skipping,  Lovely girl, my Clementine  

  

4. Drove she ducklings to the water  Ev'ry morning just at nine,  

Hit her foot against a splinter,  Fell into the foaming brine.  

  

5. Ruby lips above the water,  Blowing bubbles soft and fine,  

But alas, I was no swimmer,  Neither was my Clementine.  

  

6. In a churchyard near the canyon,  Where the myrtle doth entwine,  

There grow rosies and some posies,  Fertilized by Clementine.  

  

7. Then, the miner, forty-niner,  Soon began to fret and pine,  

Thought he oughter join his daughter,  So he's now with Clementine.  

  

8. I'm so lonely, lost without her,  Wish I'd had a fishing line,  

Which I might have cast about her,  Might have saved my Clementine.  

  

9. In my dreams she still doth haunt me,  Robed in garments soaked with brine,  

Then she rises from the waters,  And I kiss my Clementine.  

  

10. Listen fellers, heed the warning  Of this tragic tale of mine,  

Artificial respiration  Could have saved my Clementine.  

  

11. How I missed her, how I missed her,  How I missed my Clementine,  

Til I kissed her little sister,  And forgot my Clementine.  
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Clinch Mt. Backstep  Key: A 
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Columbus Stockade Blues  Key: G  fn:  ba G 
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Come All Ye Fair and Tender Ladies  Key: D 

                       D                    G 

1. Come all ye fair and tender ladies. 

                     D            G               Em 

    Be careful how you court young men. 

                  D     G                          Bm 

    They're like a star on a summer's morning. 

                          C           G                D 

    They'll first appear and then they're gone. 
 

2. They'll tell you some loving story 

    They'll declare to you their love is true 

    Then they will go and court some other 

    And that's the love they have for you 
 

3. Do you remember our days of courting 

    When your head lay upon my breast 

    You could make me believe with falling of your arm 

    That the sun rose in the West 
 

4. I wish I was a little sparrow, 

   And I had wings with which to fly 

   Right over to see my false true-lover, 

   And when he's talking I'd be nigh. 
 

5. But I'm not a little sparrow, 

    I have no wings with which to fly 

   So I sit here in grief and sorrow, 

   To weep and pass my troubles by. 
 

6. If I had known before I courted 

    that love was such a killing thing 

    I'd a-locked my heart in a box of golden 

    and fastened it up with a silver pin. 
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Crawdad Song  Key:  
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Crazy Heart  Key: C 

Crazy Heart 
recorded by Hank Williams 

written by Maurice Murray and Fred Rose 

  

C                                  C7           F 
You thought she'd care for you and so you acted smart 
   G7                     C 
Go on and break you Crazy Heart 
                        C7              F 
You lived on promises I knew would fall apart 
   G7                     C     C7 
Go on and break you Crazy Heart  
  
    F                            C 
You never would admit you were mistaken 
    F                    C                G7 
You didn't even know the chances you were taking 
  C                       C7                F 
I knew you couldn't win I told you from the start 
   G7                     C 
Go on and break you Crazy Heart 
  
  F                               C 
I knew you'd wake up and find her missing 
  F                         C                G7 
I tried my best to warn you but you wouldn't listen 
    C                        C7                    F 
You told me I was wrong  you thought that you were smart 
   G7                     C 
Go on and break you Crazy Heart  
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Cripple Creek  Key: G 
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Crying Holy  Key: G 
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Dark as a Dungeon  Key:  

 



34 

Dark Hollow  Key: G 

 



35 

Darling Corey  Key: D 

 



36 

Don't Let Your Deal Go Down  Key: G 
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Don't This Road Look Rough And Rocky  Key: G 

 



38 

Dooley  Key: G   
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Down By the Riverside  Key: D 

(verse 1) 

  D 

I'm gonna lay down my burden, down by the riverside, 

  A                                        D 

   Down by the riverside,  down by the riverside 

                                                     A                   D 

I'm gonna lay down my burden, d own by the riverside, 

 

I'm gonna study war no more 

 

(chorus) 

                      G                                                       D 

I ain't a gonna study war no more, I ain't a gonna study war no more 

                       A                                                       D                 G 

I ain't a gonna study war no m ore, I ain't a gonna study war no more 

                       D                                                       A                    D 

I ain't a gonna study war no more, I ain't a gonna study war no m ore 

 

(verse 2) 

Well, I'm gonna put on my long white robe, (Where?) down by the riverside (Oh) 

Down by the riverside, down by the riverside 

I'm gonna put on my long white robe, (Where?) down by the riverside 

I'm gonna study war no more 

 

(chorus) 

 

(verse 3) 

Well, I'm gonna lay down my sword and shield, (Where?) down by the riverside 

Down by the riverside, down by the riverside 

I'm gonna lay down my sword and shield, (A-ha) down by the riverside 

I'm gonna study war no more 

 

(chorus) 
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Down In The Valley  Key:  A 

Down In The Valley (One Of Many Versions) 

Intro: A - A - E7 - E7 - E7 - E7 - A - A - A 

 

A                                     E7 

Down In The Valley  --  The Valley So Low 

                                        A 

Late In The Evenin'  --  Hear The Train Blow 

                                             E7 

Hear The Train Blow Love  --  Hear The Train Blow 

                                        A 

Late In The Evenin'  --  Hear The Train Blow 

 

A                                            E7 

The Train Won't Stay Love  --  It Goes Right Through 

                                      A 

It Will Be Gone Love  --  And So Will You 

                                       E7 

Before You Go Love  --  For Old Time's Sake 

                                          A 

Put Your Arms Round Me  --  Feel My Heart Break 

 

Inst. Break:  E7 - E7 - E7 - E7 - A - A - A 

 

A                                     E7 

Roses Love Sunshine  --  Violets Love Dew 

                                  A 

Angels In Heaven  --  Know I Love You 

                                      E7 

Know I Love You Dear  --  Know I Love You 

                                  A 

Angels In Heaven  --  Know I Love You 

 

A                                      E7 

The Train Is Gone Love  --  And Out Of Sight 

                                        A 

Good Night My Darling  --  Darling Good Night 

 

Inst. Break: A - A - A - A - E7 - E7 - E7 

 

E7                                      A 

Good Night My Darling  --  Darling Good Night 
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Down the Road  Key: G 

 



42 

Drifting Too Far From the Shore  Key: G 

 



43 

Driving Nails in My Coffin  Key:  

 



44 

East Virginia Blues  Key:  

 



45 

Feast Here Tonight  Key: D 

 



46 

Fire Ball Mail  Key: G 

 

 

Fireball Mail 

 

CHORUS 

Here she comes - look at her roll 

There she goes - eatin' that coal 

Watch her fly - huggin the rail 

Let her by, by, by, the Fireball Mail. 

 

Let her go - look at her steam 

Hear her blow - whistle and scream 

Like a hound - waggin' his tail 

Dallas bound, bound, bound the Fireball Mail. 

 

Engineer - makin' up time 

Tracks are clear - look at her climb 

See that freight - clearin' the rail 

Bet she's late, late, late, the Fireball Mail. 

 

Watch her swerve - look at her sway 

Get that curve - out of the way 

Watch her fly - look at her sail 

Let her by, by, by, the Fireball Mail. 

 

CHORUS 
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Foggy Mt. Breakdown  Key: G 
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49 

 



50 

Foggy Mountain Top  Key: G 

 



51 

Footprints in the Snow  Key: C 

 



52 

Fox on the Run  Key:  

 



53 

Freight Train  Key: G 
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Gentle On My Mind  Key:  

 

It's knowing that your door is always open And your path is free to walk 

That makes me tend to leave my sleeping bag Rolled up and stashed behind your couch. 

And it's knowing I'm not shackled By forgotten words and bonds 

And the ink stains that have dried upon some line 

That keeps you in the backroads By the rivers of my mem'ry  

That keeps you ever gentle on my mind 

 

It's not clinging to the rocks and ivy Planted on their columns now that binds me 

Or something that somebody said Because they thought we fit together walking 

It's just knowing that the world will not be cursing 

Or forgiving when I walk along some railroad track and find  

That you are moving on the backroads  By the rivers of my mem'ry 

And for hours you're just gentle on my mind 

 

Though the wheat fields and the clothes lines And the junkyards and the highways come 

between us 

And some other woman crying to her mother 'Cause she turned and I was gone 

I still might run in silence tears of joy might stain my face 

And the summer sun might burn me 'til I'm blind 

But not to where I cannot see you walkin' on the backroads 

By the rivers flowing gentle on my mind 

 

I dip my cup of soup back from the gurglin' Cracklin' caldron in some train yard 

My beard a roughening coal pile and A dirty hat pulled low across my face 

Through cupped hands 'round a tin can 

I pretend I hold you to my breast and find 

That you're waving from the backroads By the rivers of my mem'ry 

Ever smilin' ever gentle on my mind 
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Get In Line Brother  Key: G 
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Get on Your Knees and Pray  Key:  
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Go Tell Aunt Rhody  Key:  

  
 

Go tell Aunt Rhody, go tell Aunt Rhody,  

go tell Aunt Rhody, the old grey goose is dead. 

 

The one she's been saving, 3x  to make a featherbed. 

 

She died in the millpond, 3x  from standing on her head. 

 

She left nine young goslins 3x  to scratch for their own bread. 

 

Her goslins are weeping, crying and peeping, her goslins are weeping because 

their mammy's dead. 

 

The old gander's mourning, 3x  because his wife is dead. 

 

The barnyard's a-weeping, 3x  waiting to be fed. 

 

Go tell Aunt Rhody, go tell Aunt Rhody, we took her in the kitchen and cooked 

her all day long. 

 

And broke all the fork teeth, 3x  they weren’t strong enough. 

 

Broke out Granddad's teeth, 3x   The old grey goose is tough. 

 

Go tell Aunt Rhody, 3x  the old grey goose is tough. 

 

Go tell Aunt Rhody, 3x  we hauled her to the mill. 

 

We'll grind her into sausages and make mincemeat, grind her into sausages if only the 

miller will. 

 

She broke all the saw teeth 3x  that old grey goose is tough. 

 

Go tell Aunt Rhody, 3x  we know this is a shock. 

 

But go tell Aunt Rhody, poor old Aunt Rhody, go tell Aunt Rhody, we buried her under a 

rock. 

 

Go run and tell Aunt Rhody,    3x  the old grey goose is dead. 
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Gold Rush  Key: A 
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Good Old Mountain Dew  Key: G 
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Gotta Travel On  Key: G 

G 

  I've laid around and played around this old town too long 

  C G 

Summers almost gone,  winters coming  on  

I've laid around and played around this old town too long  

  G7 C D7 G 

A nd I f eel like I've g otta travel  on  

Poppa writes to Johnny but Johnny can't come home  

  G7 C G 

Johnny can't come home,  no,  Johnny can't come  home  

Poppa writes to Johnny but Johnny can't come home  

  G7 C D7 G 

C ause he's b een on the c hain gang too l ong  

High sheriff and police riding after me  

  G7 G 

Riding after me, y es,(C) coming after  me  

High sheriff and police riding after me  

  G7 C D7 G 

  And I f eel like I've go tta travel  on  

Want to see my honey, want to see her bad  

  G7 C G 

Want to see her bad, o h, wa nt to see her  bad  

Want to see my honey, want to see her bad  

  G7 C D7 G 

S he's the b est gal this p oor boy ever h ad  
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Handsome Molly  Key: D 
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Hear Jerusalem Moan  Key:  

Well I got a home on the other shore 

Don't you hear Jerusalem moan 

I know I'll live there forever more 

Don't you hear Jerusalem moan 

 

    Don't you hear Jerusalem moan, don't you hear Jerusalem moan 

    Thank God there's a Heaven and a ringin' in my soul 

    and my soul set free 

    Don't you hear Jerusalem moan 

 

Well now Sister Mary she wears a chain 

Don't you hear Jerusalem moan 

And on every link is a Jesus' name 

Don't you hear Jerusalem moan 

 

The devil wears a hypocrite shoe 

Don't you hear Jerusalem moan 

you don't watch out he's gonna step 'em on you 

Don't you hear Jerusalem moan 

 

Now the Methodist preacher is a mighty fine man 

Don't you hear Jerusalem moan 

Showin' us the way to the promised land 

Don't you hear Jerusalem moan 
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He's Got The Whole World In His Hands  Key: G 

 

Chorus 

G   

He's got the whole world in His hands  

                   D7  

He's got the whole wide world in His hands 

                   G  

He's got the whole world in His hands  

                   D7                           G 

He's got the whole world in His hands 

 

He's got the little bitty babies in His hands  

He's got the little babies in His hands 

He's got the little bitty babies in His hands  

He's got the whole world in His hands 

 

Chorus 

 

He's got the wind and the rain in His hands  

He's got the wind and the rain in His hands 

He's got the wind and the rain in His hands  

He's got the whole world in His hands 

 

Chorus 

 

He's got everybody here in His hands  

He's got everybody here in His hands 

He's got everybody here in His hands  

He's got the whole world in His hands 

 

Chorus 

 

tag: 

             D7                 G  

He's got the whole world in His hands 
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Highway of Regret  Key: G 
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Hot Corn Cold Corn  Key: G 
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How Mt. Girls Can Love  Key:  

 



67 

I Am a Pilgrim  Key: D 

 



68 

I Know You Rider  Key: A 
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I Saw the Light  Key:  
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I Wonder How the Old Folks Are at Home  Key: G 
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I Wonder Where You are Tonight  Key:  

 

Tonight my heart is sad and weary  

Wonderin' if I'm wrong or right  

I dream about you though you've left me  

I wonder where you are tonight  

 

The rain is cold and slowly fallin'  

Upon my window pane tonight  

And though you're love was even colder  

I wonder where you are tonight  

 

It's spring, the birds are gaily singing  

The trees are blossoming so sweet  

No other love was quite so happy  

No other love was so complete  

 

The rain is cold and slowly fallin'  

Upon my window pane tonight  

And though you're love was even colder  

I wonder where you are tonight  

 

Then came the dawn the day you left me  

I tried to smile with all my might  

But you could see the pain within me  

It still lingers in my heart tonight  

 

Oh, the rain is cold and slowly fallin'  

Upon my window pane tonight  

And though you're love is even colder  

I wonder where you are tonight 
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If I Lose  Key: G 
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I'll Fly Away  Key: G 
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I'll Go Steppin' Too  Key:  

 

Don't think that I'll be hangin' 'round , While you're havin' fun  

I won't sit there cryin' over you , Well from now on when you step out  

I'll tell you what I'll do , I'll lock the door, put out the cat  

And I'll go steppin' too  

 

Yes I'll go steppin' too, my honey , I'll go steppin' too  

I'll lock the door, put out the cat , And I'll go steppin' too  

 

Now everytime you come in late and we begin to fight ,  

You tell me there are more fish in the sea  

But the bait ain't what it used to be , And I got news for you  

Now after this when you go out , Well I'll go steppin' too  

 

Yes I'll go steppin' too, my honey , I'll go steppin' too  

I'll lock the door, put out the cat , And I'll go steppin' too  

 

From now on when you come in , And won't tell where you been  

With your hair messed up , And your clothes don't fit you right  

Well I don't care if I find perfume on you too , Well you will know that I 
have been  

Steppin' just like you  

 

Yes I'll go steppin' too, my honey , I'll go steppin' too  

I'll lock the door, put out the cat , And I'll go steppin' too 
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I'm Going Back to Old Kentucky  Key: C 

C 

Now when I left old Kentucky 

                        G7 

Linda kissed me and she cried 

           C 

I told her that I would not linger 

                 G7     C 

That I'd be back by and by 

 

 

I'm going back to old Kentucky 

                      G7 

There to see my Linda Lou 

          C 

I'm going back to old Kentucky 

                G7         C 

Where the skies are always blue 

 

 

Linda Lou she is a beauty 

                                   G7 

Those pretty brown eyes I loved so well 

          C 

I'm going back to old Kentucky 

           G7         C 

Never more to say farewell 

 

Repeat #2 

 

 

Linda Lou you know I love you 

                              G7 

I long for you both night and day 

               C 

When the roses bloom in old Kentucky 

               G7      C 

I'll be coming back to stay 

 

Repeat #2  
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In the Pines  Key:  
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Irene Goodnight  Key: G 

 



78 

  

Jambalaya  Key:  
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Jesse James  Key: G 

 



80 
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Jimmie Brown the Newsboy  Key: D 

 



82 

John Hardy  Key: G 

 



83 

John Henry  Key: G 
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Katy Daley  Key:  
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Life's Railway to Heaven  Key: G 
 

G                                       C               G 

Life is like a mountain railway with an Engineer that's brave 

G                                        A7            D 

We must make the run successful from the cradle to the grave 

G                                            C             G 

Heed the curves the hills the tunnels, never falter, never fail 

G                                               D7     G 

Keep your hand upon the throttle and your eye upon the rail 

 

           C                         G 

(CHORUS:)  Blessed Savior, Thou wilt guide us 

G                  A7       C 

Till we reach that blissful shore 

G                        C                G         D7  G 

Where the angels wait to join us in God's praise forevermore 

 

verse 2 

As we roll along the mainline, there'll be storms and there'll be 

night  

There'll be sidetracks unexpected on the left and on the right 

But with the straight always before us and our hearts upon the prize 

There'll be no disembarkation until we reach paradise 

 

verse 3 

You will cross the bridge of trials, spanning Jordan’s swelling tide, 

Just keep Christ as your conductor, on this lightening train of life. 

Always mindful of obstructions, Do you duty, never fail, 

Keep your hand upon the throttle and your eye upon the rail. 

 

 

           C                         G 

(CHORUS:)  Blessed Savior, Thou wilt guide us 

G                  A7       C 

Till we reach that blissful shore 

G                        C                G         D7  G 

Where the angels wait to join us in Thy praise forevermore 
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Little Birdie  Key: D 
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Little Brown Jug  Key: D 

 

Me and my wife live all alone, In a little log hut we call our own; 

She loves gin and I love rum,, And don't we have a lot of fun! 

 

Chorus: 

Ha, ha, ha, you and me, Little brown jug, don't I love thee! 

Ha, ha, ha, you and me, Little brown jug, don't I love thee! 

 

When I go toiling on the farm, I take the little jug under my arm; 

Place it under a shady tree, Little brown jug,'tis you and me. 

 

'Tis you that makes me friends and foes, 'Tis you that makes me wear old clothes; 

But, seeing you're so near my nose, Tip her up and down she goes. 

 

If all the folks in Adam's race, Were gathered together in one place, 

Then I'd prepare to shed a tear, Before I'd part from you, my dear. 

 

If I'd a cow that gave such milk, I'd dress her in the finest silk; 

Feed her up on oats and hay, And milk her twenty times a day. 

 

I bought a cow from Farmer Jones, And she was nothing but skin and bones; 

I fed her up as fine as silk, She jumped the fence and strained her milk. 

 

And when I die don't bury me at all, Just pickle my bones in alcohol; 

Put a bottle o' booze at my head and feet, And then I know that I will keep. 

 

The rose is red, my nose is too, The violet's blue and so are you; 

And yet, I guess, before I stop, We'd better take another drop. 



88 

Little Cabin Home on the Hill  Key: D 
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Little Georgia Rose  Key: G 

A                               D          A  

Now come and listen to my story 

  A                               E 

A story that I know is true 

               A            D             A 

About a rose that blooms in Georgia 

 A                                     E           A 

With a hair of gold and a heart so true 

 

CHORUS: 

        D                                  A 

Way down in the blue ridge mountains 

    A                                            E 

Way down where the tall pines grow 

A                                           D  

Lives my sweetheart of the mountains 

A            E                    A     

She's my little Georgia Rose 
 

Her mother left her with another,  

A care free life she had planned 

The baby now is a lady 

The one her mother could not stand 

 

Chorus 

 

We'd often sing those songs together 

I watch her do her little part 

She'd smile at me when I would tell her 

That she was my own sweetheart 
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Little Maggie  Key: A 
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Lonesome Road Blues  Key: G 
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Long Black Veil  Key: D 
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Long Journey Home (Two Dollar Bill)  Key: G 
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 Love Please Come Home  Key: G 

 



95 

Mama Don't 'low  Key:  

 



96 

Man of Constant Sorrow  Key: G 
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Midnight Moonlight  Key: A 

Old and In The Way  
 

A Thing (x4) 

A 

   If you ever feel lonesome 

E 

   And you're down in San Antone 

Bm                    E 

   Beg, steal, or borrow 

                    D                        G 

   Two nickels or a dime, and call me on the phone 

 

   I'll meet you at Alamo Mission 

   Where we can say our prayers 

   The Holy Ghost and the Virgin Mother 

          F#m      E        D 

   Will heal us as we kneel there 

 

                 G   D 

          In the moonlight 

                 G   D 

          In the midnight 

                G 

          In the moonlight 

          D           A 

          Midnight moonlight 

 

          In the moonlight 

          In the midnight 

          In the moonlight 

          Midnight moonlight 

                                             A Thing (x2) 

 

   If you ever feel sorrow 

   For deeds you might have done 

   There's no hope for tomorrow 

   In the setting of the sun 

 

   And the ocean is howling 

   For things that might have been 

   And the last good morning's sunrise 

   Will be the brightest you've ever seen 

 

          In the moonlight 

          In the midnight 

          In the moonlight 

          Midnight moonlight 

 

          In the moonlight 

          In the midnight 

          In the moonlight 

          Midnight moonlight... 

                    *Solo*   (chorus & verse, repeat) 
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Midnight Special  Key: D 

D                                             G 

 Well, you wake up in the mornin' 

                            D 

 You hear the work bell ring 

                                A7 

 And they march you to the table 

                          D 

You see the same old thing 

                            G 

Ain't no food upon the table 

                         D 

And no fork up in the pan 

                                  A7 

But you'd better not complain, boy 

                               D 

You'll get in trouble with the man 

 

CHORUS: 

                 G 

Let the midnight special 

                   D 

Shine the light on me 

                 A7 

Let the midnight special 

                   D 

Shine the light on me 

                 G 

Let the midnight special 

                   D 

Shine the light on me 

                 A7 

Let the midnight special 

                      D 

Shine the ever-lovin' light on me 

 

Yonder come Miss Rosie, How in the world did you know 

By the way she wears her apron, And the clothes she wore 

Umbrella on her shoulder, Piece of paper in her hand 

She come to see the gov'nor, She wanna free her man 

 

(chorus) 

 

If you're ever in Houston, Ooh, you'd better do right 

You'd better not gamble, And you'd better not fight 

Or the sheriff will grab ya, And the boys'll bring you down 

The next thing you know, boy, oh, you're prison-bound 
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Mountain Dew  Key: G 
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Mountain Folk  Key: C 

 

CHORUS 

C                      G                     D                            G 

Get down boys go back home, Back to the girl you love 

C                     G                   D                                  G 

Treat her right never wrong, How mountain girls can love 

 

G 

Riding the night in the high cold wind 

           D                                    G 

On the trail of that old lonesome pine 

G 

Thinkin' of you feeling so blue 

D                                   G 

Wonderin' why I left you behind 

 

 (CHORUS) 

 

Remember the night we strolled down the lane 

Our hearts were gay and happy then 

You whispered to me when I held you close 

We hoped that night would never end 

 

(CHORUS) 
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MTA Song  Key: G 

 

 [G]Now let me tell you of the story of a [C]man named Charlie 
On a [G]tragic and fateful [D7]day. 
He put [G]ten cents in his pocket, kissed his [C]wife and family, 
And went to [D7]ride on the M[G]TA. 
 

Chorus:} 
     [G]Well did he ever return?  No he [C]never returned, 
     And his [G]fate is still unle[D7]arned. 
     He may [G]ride forever 'neath the [C]streets of Boston, 
     He's the [G]man who [D7]never ret[G]urned. 
 

Charlie handed in his dime at the Kendell Square station, 
And he changed for Jamaica Plain. 
When he got there the conductor told him, "One more nickel." 
Charlie couldn't get off that train. 
 

     Chorus 
 

Now all night long Charlie rides through the station 
Crying, "What will become of me? 
How can I afford to see my sister in Chelsea, 
Or my cousin in Roxbury?" 
 

     Chorus 
 

Charlie's wife goes down to the Scolla Square station 
Every day at a quarter past two. 
And through the open window she hands Charlie a sandwich 
As the train comes rumbling through. 
 

     Chorus 
 

Now you citizens of Boston, don't you think it's a scandal 
How the people have to pay and pay? 
Fight the fare increase, vote for Walter O'Brien, 
And get Charlie off the MTA. 
 

     Chorus 
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My Grandfather's Clock  Key: D 

   D             A7            D             G 

My grandfather's clock was too large for the shelf 

      D            A7           D 

So it stood ninety years on the floor 

       D         A7            D          G 

It was taller by half than the old man himself 

       D             A7           D 

And it weighed not a penny weight more 

       D             A7          D               G 

It was bought on the morn of the day that he was born 

        D          E7           A7 

And was always his treasure and pride 

       D       A7    D            G 

But it stopped short never to go again 

         D   A7   D 

When the old man died 

 

       D         

Ninety years without slumbering (tick tock tick tock) 

    D 

His life's seconds numbering (tick tock tick tock) 

       D       A7    D            G 

But it stopped short never to go again 

         D   A7  D 

When the old man died. 

 

Other Verses: 

At watching its pendulum swing to and fro 

Many hours he had spent as a boy 

As he grew into manhood the clock seemed to know 

For it shared every sorrow and joy 

And it struck twenty-four as he entered the door 

With his beautiful and blushing bride 

But it stopped short never to go again 

When the old man died  

 

(break) 

 

My grandfather said that of those he could hire 

Not a servant so faithful he'd found 

For it wasted no time and it had but one desire 

At the close of each week to be wound 

Yes it kept in its place but not a frown upon its face 

And its hands never hung by its side 

But it stopped short never to go again 

When the old man died 
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My Home's Across the Blue Ridge Mountains  Key: G 

 

My (G) home's across the Blue Ridge Mountain 

My (D) home's across the Blue Ridge (G) Mountain 

My  home's across the Blue Ridge Mountain 

For I (D) never expect to see you any (G) more 

 

How can I keep from crying 

How can I keep from crying 

How can I keep from crying 

For I never expect to see you any more 

 

Oh how I hate to leave you 

 

Oh how I hate.... 

 

Goodbye my little darling 
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New River Train  Key:  

 



105 

Nine Pound Hammer  Key: A 
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Oh Susannah  Key:  

 

I come from Alabama with, my banjo on my knee 

I’m going to Louisiana, my true love for to see 

 

It rained all night the day I left, the weather it was dry 

The sun so hot I froze to death, Susannah, don’t you cry 

 

Oh! Susannah, Oh don’t you cry for me 

For I come from Alabama with, my banjo on my knee 

 

I had a dream the other night, when everything was still 

I thought I saw Susannah dear, a coming down the hill 

 

A buckwheat cake was in her mouth, a tear was in her eye 

Says I, I’m coming from Dixieland, Susannah, don’t you cry 

 

I soon will be in New Orleans, and then I’ll look around 

And when I find my gal Susannah, I’ll fall upon the ground 
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Old Gospel Ship  Key: D 

 

D                                            A          D 

I'm going to take a trip in that old gospel ship, 

                                          A 
I'm going far beyond the sky. 

 D                                                 A        D 
I'm gonna shout and sing until Heaven rings, 

                         A               D 

when bid this world goodbye. 

 

        D                                                        A       D 
    I have good news to bring, and that is why I sing, 

                                             A 
     all my joys with you I'll share. 

           D                                             A          D 

    I'm going to take a trip in that old gospel ship, 

                                 A            D 
    and go sailing through the air. 

 

I'm going to take a trip in that old gospel ship, 

I'm going far beyond the sky. 

I'm gonna shout and sing until Heaven rings, 

when bid this world goodbye. 

 

    I can scarcely wait, I know I won't be late, 

    I'll spend my time in prayer. 

    And when the ship comes in, I'll leave this world of sin, 

    and go sailing through the air. 

 

I'm going to take a trip in that old gospel ship, 

I'm going far beyond the sky. 

I'm gonna shout and sing until Heaven rings, 

when bid this world goodbye. 

 

    If you are ashamed of me, you ought not to be, 

    yes, you'd better have a care. 

    If too much fault you find, you will sure be left behind, 

    while I'm sailing through the air, 

    when I bid this world goodbye.  
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Old Home Place  Key: G 
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Old Joe Clark  Key: A 

 



110 
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Old Old House  Key: D 
 

(D)There's an old, old house 

that (G) once was a man- (D)sion 

On a (G) hill overlooking the (A) town 

But (D time has left a wreck-(G)age 

Where (D) once there was beauty 

And soon the old (A) house will tumble (D) down 

 

    But when the leaves start to (G) fall in (D)autumn 

    And the raindrops (G) drip from the (D) trees 

    There's an old old (A) man 

    Who walks in the (D) garden 

    And his (G) head is (A) bowed in (D)memories 

 

They say he built the (G) mansion for the love of a (D)woman 

They planned to be (G) married in the (A) fall 

But her (D) love for him (D) faded in the last days of (D) 

summer 

And the house stands (A) empty after (D) all 
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Old Time Religion  Key: G 

Gimme that (G) old time religion 

Gimme that (D) old time re(G)ligion 

Gimme that old time (C)religion 

It’s (G) good e(C)nough (D) for (G) me. 
 

It was good for the Hebrew children (x3) 

And it’s good enough for me.  
 

It was good enough for Peter (x3) 

It's good enough for me. 
 

It was good enough for Momma (x3) 

It's good enough for me. 
 

It will do when the world's on fire (x3) 

And it’s good enough for me. 
 

We will pray to Aphrodite, Even tho' she's rather flighty 

And they say she wears no nightie, And that's good enough for me 
 

We will pray with those Egyptians, Build pyramids to put our crypts in 

Cover subways with inscriptions, And that's good enough for me 
 

O-old Odin we will follow, And in fighting we will wallow 

Til we wind up in Valhalla, And that's good enough for me 
 

Let me follow dear old Buddha, For there is nobody cuter 

He comes in plaster, wood, or pewter, And that's good enough for me 
 

We will pray with Zarathustra, Pray just like we useta 

I'm a Zarathustra booster, And that's good enough for me 
 

We will pray with those old Druids, They drink fermented fluids 

Waltzing naked thru the woo-ids, And that's good enough for me 
 

Hare Krishna gets a laugh on, When he sees me dressed in saffron 

With my hair that's only half on, And that's good enough for me 
 

I'll arise at early morning, When my Lord gives me the warning 

That the solar age is dawning, And that's good enough for me 
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Ole Slew Foot  Key: D 
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On and On  Key: G 
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 Paradise  Key: G 
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Peaceful Easy Feeling  Key: E 

      E            A           E       A 

       I like the way sparklin earrings lay 

      E            A         B       

       against your skin so brown 

      E              A                    E           A 

       and I want to sleep with you in the desert tonight 

      E              A             B 

      with a billion stars all around  

 

                   A                E 

       'cos I got a peacefull, easy feeling 

        A                         B 

       and I know you won’t let me down 

                E  F#m   A 

       cos' I'm already standing 

        B7     E 

        on the ground 

 

interlude: E  Esus4 x2 

 

 

        I found out a long time ago 

        what a woman can do to your soul 

        ah, but she can't take you any way 

        you don't already know how to go. 

 

chorus 

 

instrumental verse 

 

        I got this feeling I may know you 

        as a lover and a friend 

        but this voice keeps whispering in my other ear 

        tells me I may never see you again 

 

    Chorusx2 
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Pig in a Pen  Key:  
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Pistol Packin' Mama  Key:  

Words and music by Al Dexter 

 

[F] Drinking beer in a cabaret and was I having [C7] fun 

Until one night she caught me right and now I'm on the [F] run. 

 

Refrain: 

[F] Lay that pistol down, babe - lay that pistol [C7] down 

Pistol Packin' Mama, lay that pistol [F] down. 

 

She kicked out my windshield -  she hit me over the head 

She cussed and cried and said I'd lied and wished that I was dead. 

 

Refrain: 

 

Drinking beer in a cabaret and dancin' with a blond 

Until one night she shot out the light - Bang! that blond was gone. 

 

Refrain: 

 

I'll see you ev'ry night, babe - I'll woo you ev'ry day 

I'll be your regular daddy - if you'll put that gun away. 

 

Refrain: 

 

Now I went home this morning - the clock was tickin' four 

Gun in her hand, says "You're my man, but I don't need you no more." 

 

Refrain: 

 

Now there was old Al Dexter - he always had his fun 

But with some lead, she shot him dead - his honkin' days are done. 

 

Refrain: 
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Pretty Fair Maid in the Garden  Key:  

G 

Pretty fair maid was in her garden  

       Em       D             G 

When a stranger came a-riding by  

              F#m           Em 

He came up to the gate and called her  

                 D                    G 

Said pretty fair maid would you be my bride  

 

G 

Said I've a true love who's in the army  

               Em   D              G 

And he's been gone for seven long years  

                F#m               Em 

And if he's gone for seven years longer  

              D                G 

I'll still be waiting for him here  

 

G 

Perhaps he's on some watercourse drowning  

             Em D                G 

Perhaps he's on some battlefield slain  

               F#m          Em 

Perhaps he's to a fair girl married  

            D              G 

And you may never see him again  

 

G 

Well if he's drowned, I hope he's happy  

           Em D                 G 

Or if he's on some battlefield slain  

              F#m             Em 

And if he's to some fair girl married  

              D                 G 

I'll love the girl that married him  

 

He took his hand out of his pocket  

And on his finger he wore a golden ring  

And when she saw that band a-shining  

A brand new song her heart did sing  

 

And then he threw his arms all around her  

Kisses gave her one, two, three  

Said I'm your true and loving soldier  

That's come back home to marry thee  

 

Pretty fair maid was in her garden  

When a stranger came a-riding by  

He came up to the gate and called her  

Said pretty fair maid would you be my bride 
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Pretty Polly  Key: G 
 

“Good morning, pretty Polly, we have met in good time, 

A question for to ask you which I hope is no crime; 

Come, sit you down beside me, and married we will be, 

And learn how to love me, my charming Polly. 
 

"I will buy you fine ribbons, I will buy you fine rings, 

I will buy you fine presents of fifty fine things, 

I will buy you a silk dress all flowered so neat, 

And then won't you have me, my charming Polly 
 

"I care not for your ribbons, I care not for your rings, 

I care not for your presents of fifty fine things, 

I care not for your silk dress all flowered so neat, 

For I cannot have a married man until he is free." 
 

"Oh, Polly, oh, Polly, lend me your knife; 

I will go right straight home and kill my old wife, 

Kill my old wife and children all three, 

And then won't you have me, my charming Polly 
 

"Oh, Billy, Oh, Billy, don't you do so; 

I will go right straight home and let no one know; 

For seven long years I will wait upon thee, 

For I cannot have a married man until he is free." 
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It is six long years rolled over, the seventh one passed; 

"My old wife is dying,--she is dead, sir, at last." 

He thanked his kind maker, how happy was he, 

And straightway went courting his charming Polly. 
 

He married his Polly, and took her home, 

He made her a present of which she thought he had none. 

Come, all you fair maids, and take warning by me, 

And never have a married man until he is free. 
 

The cuckoo is a pretty bird, she sings as she flies, 

She brings us good tidings and tells us no lies; 

She sucks all sweet flowers to make her voice clear, 

And never sings cuckoo till the spring of the year. 
 

A meeting is a pleasure, a parting is a grief, 

An unconstant lover is worse than a thief; 

A thief can but rob you, and take all you have, 

But an unconstant lover will send you to your grave. 
 

The grave can but moulder you and turn you to dust, 

There is scarce one in a hundred a fair maid can trust; 

They will offer they your tongue to deceive, 

There is scarce one in a hundred I can believe. 
 

A-walking and a-talking and a-walking was I 

To meet pretty Polly, I'll meet her by and by: 

I'll meet her in the green meadows where it is my delight, 

And walk with her and talk with her from morning till night. 
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Rabbit in the Log  Key: D 
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Red Haired Boy  Key: A 
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Red River Valley  Key: G 

          G     

From this valley they say you are going  

        G                               D7  

We will miss your bright eyes and sweet smile  

         G                      C     

For they say you are taking the sunshine  

         G              D7         G     

That has brightened our path for a while  

  

Refrain:  

         G     

Come and sit by my side if you love me  

       G                 D7  

Do not hasten to bid me adieu  

      G                    C     

But remember the Red River Valley  

        G          D7           G     

And the cowboy who loved you so true  

  

          G    

Won't you think of the valley you're leaving  

       G                       D7  

Oh how lonely, how sad it will be?  

   G                              C     

Oh think of the fond heart you're breaking  

        G             D7         G     

And the grief you are causing to me  

  

Ref.  

  

       G     

As you go to your home by the ocean  

        G                        D7  

May you never forget those sweet hours  

        G                      C      

That we spent in the Red River Valley  

        G         D7              G      

And the love we exchanged mid the flowers  

  

Ref.  

 



125 

Red Wing  Key: G 
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Reuben's Train/Train 45  Key: D 
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Rocky Top  Key: G 
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Roll in My Sweet Baby's Arms  Key:  
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Roll On Buddy  Key: A 
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Roving Gambler  Key: G 
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Sally Goodin  Key: A 
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Sally Goodin 

 

(Play each pair of lines twice) 
G  
Had a piece of pie an' I had a piece of puddin', 

 
Em  

An' I gave it all away just to see my Sally  Goodin. 

 
G  Em  

Well, I   looked down the road an' I see my Sally  comin', 

 
G  D7  G  

An' I  thought to my soul that I' d kill mys elf a-runnin'. 
 
Love a 'tater pie an' I love an apple puddin', 
An' I love a little gal that they call Sally Goodin. 
 
An' I dropped the 'tater pie an' I left the apple puddin', 
But I went across  the mountain to see my Sally Goodin. 
 
Sally is my dooxy an' Sally is my daisy, 
When Sally says she hates me I think I'm goin' crazy. 
 
Little dog'll bark  an' the  big dog'll bite you, 
Little gal'll court  you an' big gal'll fight you. 
 
Rainin'  an' a-pourin' an'  the creek's runnin' muddy, 
An' I'm so drunk, Lord, I can't stand studdy, 
 
I'm goin' up the mountain an' marry little Sally, 
Raise corn on the hillside an' the devil in the valley. 
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Salt Creek  Key: A 
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Salty Dog  Key: G 

 



135 

Shady Grove   Key:  
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Sharecropper's Son  Key:  

 
We moved here from somewhere when I was fourteen  
Worked this poor ground for bacon and beans  
Landlord told me, hard times is near  
Didn't mean a thing 'cause they're already here  
 
Daylight till dark my work's never done  
Lord have mercy on this sharecropper's son  
Mama's got the fever and the baby's sick too  
Papa's uptown soakin' up that brew  
Just out of prison, says he ain't going back  
Ain't a bloodhound in Georgia that can follow his tracks.  
 
Daylight till dark my work's never done  
Lord have mercy on this sharecropper's son  
Mama's got the fever and the baby's sick too  
Papa's uptown soakin' up that brew  
Just out of prison, says he ain't going back  
Ain't a bloodhound in Georgia that can follow his tracks.  
 
We bought a new mule, brought him up from down south  
He'll kick the chew of tobacco right out of your mouth  
Water in the well nearly out of sight  
Can't take a bath on a Saturday night. (Repeat Chorus)  
 
Our crops are all wilted, no rain day or night  
Preacher's here for dinner, we ain't got a bite  
Eleven in the family, ten Daughters and a son  
Mama just told us there'd be another one. 
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She'll Be Comin' Round the Mountain  Key:  

 

She'll be coming round the mountain when she comes 

(Toot, Toot!) 

She'll be coming round the mountain when she comes 

(Toot, Toot!) 

She'll be coming round the mountain, 

She'll be coming round the mountain, 

She'll be coming round the mountain when she comes 

(Toot, toot!) 
 

 

She'll be driving six white horses when she comes 

(Whoa back!) 

 

Oh, we'll all go out to meet her when she comes 

(Hi babe!) 
 

She'll be wearing pink pajamas when she comes 

(Scratch, scratch) 

 

She will have to sleep with Grandma when she comes 

(Snuggle, snuggle) 
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Shortnin' Bread  Key:  

 

Chorus 

Mammas little baby loves shortnin, shortnin,  

Mammas little baby loves shortnin bread. 

Mammas little baby loves shortnin, shortnin, 

Mammas little baby loves shortnin bread. 

 

Three little children layin in the bed. 

Two were sick and the other most dead. 

Sent for the doctor, the doctor said, 

"Feed those children on shortnin bread." 

 

Chorus 

 

When those children layin in the bed 

Heard that talk about shortnin bread, 

They popped up well and started to sing, 

Skipping round the room doing the pigeon wing. 

 

Chorus 

 

Put on the skillet! Put on the lid! 

Mammas going to make some shortnin bread. 

Thats not all shes going to do, 

Mammas going to cook us some cocoa too! 

 

Chorus 

 

I snuck to the kitchen, picked up the lid, 

I filled my pockets full of shortnin bread. 

I winked at the pretty little girl and said, 

"Baby, howd you like some shortnin bread?" 

 

Chorus 

 

Got caught with the skillet. Got caught with the lid. 

Got caught with my mouth full of shortnin bread. 

Six months for the skillet, six months for the lid 

And five for stealing that fine bread 
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Sitting on Top of the World  Key: G 
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Skip To My Lou  Key:  

 

Chorus: 

Lou, Lou, skip to my Lou, Lou, Lou, skip to my Lou 

Lou, Lou, skip to my Lou, Skip to my Lou, my darlin! 

 

Fly's in the buttermilk, Shoo, fly, shoo,  

Fly's in the buttermilk, Shoo, fly, shoo, 

Fly's in the buttermilk, Shoo, fly, shoo,  

Skip to my Lou, my darlin'. 

 

Follow each verse with a Chorus 

 

Lost my partner, what'll I do, (3x)   

Skip to my Lou, my darlin! 

 

I'll find another one, prettier, too. (3x)  

Skip to my Lou, my darlin! 

 

I've got a friend his name is Bill, He used to have a house on the side 

of a hill, 

One leg's longer than the other one still. Skip to my Lou my darling. 

 

Can't get a red bird, a blue bird will do, (3x)  

Skip to my Lou my darling. 

 

I got a red bird, a pretty one too (3x)   

Skip to my Lou my darling. 

 

Cat's in the cream jar, what'll I do? (3x)   

Skip to my Lou my darling. 
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Sloop John B.  Key:  

 

We come on the sloop John B, my grandfather and me.  

Around Nassau town we did roam. 

Drinkin' all night. Got into a fight.  

Well, I feel so break up, I want to go home. (I want to go home. So now,) 

 

Chorus: 

Hoist up the John B's sails. See how the main sails set.  

Call for the captain ashore, let me go home. (Let me go home.) 

Let me go home. (I want to go home.)  

I want to go home. (Why don't you let me go home?) 

Well, I feel so break up, I want to go home. (I want to go home.) 

 

First mate, he got drunk. Broke up the people's trunk.  

Constable had to come and take him away. 

Sheriff John Stone (Sheriff John Stone),  

why don't you leave me alone? (Why don't you leave me alone?) 

Well, I feel so break up, I want to go home. (I want to go home. So, now) 

 

(Chorus) 

 

Well, the poor cook he caught the fits. Throw away all of my grits.  

Then he took and he ate up all of my corn. 

Let me go home. (I want to go home.)  

I want to go home. (Why don't you let me go home?) 

This is the worst trip since I've been born. (Since I have been born. So, now) 

 

(Chorus) 

 

Hoist up the John B's sails. (John B. sails) See how the main sails set. (Main 

sails set.) 

Call for the captain ashore, let me go home. (Let me go home.) 

Let me go home. (I want to go home.)  

I want to go home. (Why don't you let me go home?) 

Well, I feel so break up, I want to go home. (I want to go home.) 
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Soldiers Joy  Key: D 
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Standing in the Need of Prayer  Key:  

 

Chorus:  

It's me, it's me, oh Lord ,  

Standing in the need of prayer;  

It's me, it's me, oh Lord ,  

Standing in the need of prayer. 

 

Not my mother, not my father , But it's me, oh Lord  

Standing in the need of prayer. 

 

Chorus:  

 

Not my brother, not my sister  

But it's me, oh Lord  

Standing in the need of prayer. 

Chorus:  

 

Chorus:  

 

Not my elder, not my leader  

But it's me, oh Lord  

Standing in the need of prayer. 

 

Chorus:  

 

Not the preacher, not the sinner  

But it's me, oh Lord  

Standing in the need of prayer. 

Chorus:  
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Stay All Night  Key:  
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Steel Rails  Key:  
 

Steel rails, chasing sunshine round the bend 

Winding through the trees, like a ribbon in the wind 

I don't mind not knowing what lies down the track 

Cause I'm Looking out ahead, to keep my mind from turning back 

 

It's not the first time I've found myself alone and known 

If I really had you once, then I'd have you when I'm gone 

Whistle blows, blowin' lonesome in my mind 

Calling me along that never ending metal line 

 

Steel rails, chasing sunshine round the bend 

Winding through the trees, like a ribbon in the wind 

I don't mind not knowing what lies down the track 

Cause I'm Looking out ahead, to keep my mind from turning back 

 

Sun is shining, through the open boxcar door 

Lying in my mind with the things I've known before 

I've lost count of the hours, days, and nights 

The rhythm of the rails keeps the motion in my mind 

 

Steel rails, chasing sunshine round the bend 

winding through the trees, like a ribbon in the wind 

I don't mind not knowing what lies down the track 

Cause I'm Looking out ahead, to keep my mind from turning back 

 

Cause I'm Looking out ahead, to keep my mind from turning back 
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Sunny Side of the Mountain  Key: A 
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Swing Low Sweet Chariot  Key:  

 

Chorus:  (Sing chorus after each verse) 

Swing low, sweet chariot, Coming for to carry me home 

Swing low, sweet chariot, Coming for to carry me home 
 

I looked over Jordan, and what did I see, Coming for to carry 

me home 

A band of angels coming after me, Coming for to carry me 

home 
 

If you get there before I do, Coming for to carry me home 

Tell all my friends I'm coming, too, Coming for to carry me 

home 
 

I'm sometimes up and sometimes down, Coming for to carry 

me home 

But still my soul feels heavenly bound, Coming for to carry 

me home 
 

The brightest day that I can say, Coming for to carry me home 

When Jesus washed my sins away, Coming for to carry me 

home 
 

If I get there before you do, Coming for to carry me home 

I'll cut a hole and pull you through, Coming for to carry me 

home  
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Take Me Back to Tulsa  Key: G 
 

G                                                                                             D7 

Where's that girl with the red dress on? Some folks calls her Dinah; 

                                                                       G 

Stole my heart away from me, way down in Louisiana. 

  

Chorus: 

G                                                                 D7 

Take Me back to Tulsa,  I'm too young to marry; 

                                                                   G 

Take me back to Tulsa,  I'm too young to marry. 

 

(Chorus after each verse) 

 

  

Little bee sucks the blossom, big bee gets the honey, 

Dark man picks the cotton, White man gets the money. 

  

Oh, walk and talk suzy, walk and talk suzy. 

Walk and talk suzy, walk and talk suzy. 

  

I went to the Railroad, laid my head down on the track. 

I thought about that girl of mine and I gradually eased it back. 

  

We always wear a great big smile, we never do look sour. 

Travel all over the country, playing music by the hour. 
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Tennessee Waltz  Key:   fn: same as key 
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The Old Crossroads  Key: G 
  

 [G] O my brother take this warning 

Don't let old [D7] Satan hold your [G]hand 

 [G] You'll be lost in sin forever 

You'll never [D7]  reach the Promised [G] Land 
  

The old cross road now is waiting 

Which one are you gonna take 

One leads down to destruction 

The other to the Pearly Gate 
  

One road leads up to Heaven 

The other one goes down below 

Jesus our Savior will protect you 

He'll guide you by the old cross road 
  

Repeat #2 
  

Soon your life will be over 

You'll have to face the old crossroads 

Will you be ready then my brother 

To shun the one that goes down below 
  

Repeat #2 
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There's No Hiding Place Down Here  Key:  

 

Sister Mary, she wears a golden chain  

Sister Mary, she wears a golden chain  

Sister Mary wears a golden chain  

On every link there's Jesus name  

 

Chorus: 

There's no hiding place down here 

There's no hiding place down here  

There's no hiding place down here  

Well I went to the rock to hide my face  

The rock cried out, no hiding place  

There's no hiding place down here 

 

Now, the Devil, he wears a hypocrite shoe,... (×3)  

If you don't watch out he'll slip it on you,... 

 

I'll pitch my tent on the old campground,... (×3)  

And give ol' Satan one more round,... 

 

The rock cried, I'm burning too,... (×3)  

I want to go to heaven the same as you,... 

 

Sinner man, he stumbled and fell,... (×3)  

Wanted to go to heaven but he had to go to hell,... 
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Think of What You've Done  Key: C 
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This Land Is Your Land  Key: D 

 

Chorus 

     [D] This land is [G] your land, this land is [D] my land, 

     From Calif[A7] ornia to the New York [D] Island, 

     From the Redwood F[G] orests to the Gulf Stream wa[D] ters; 

     [A7] This land was made for you and [D] me. 

 

As I was walking that ribbon of highway, 

I looked above me, there in the skyway, 

I saw below me, the Golden Valley; 

This land was made for you and me. 

 

     Chorus 

 

I roamed and rambled, and followed my footsteps 

Through the sparkling sands of her diamond deserts, 

And all around me this voice kept saying, 

"This land was made for you and me." 

 

     Chorus 

 

As the Sun was shining, and I was strolling 

Through the wheat fields waving and the dust clouds rolling, 

I could feel inside me and see all around me, 

This land was made for you and me. 

 

     Chorus 
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Tom Dooley  Key:  
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Truck Driving Man  Key: G 

 

I [G] stopped at a roadhouse in [C] Texas 

A [G] little place called HAMBURGER [D] DAN'S 

I [G] heard that old jukebox a-[C] playin' 

A [D] song called the Truck Drivin' [G] man. 

 

The waitress then brought me some coffee 

I thanked her but called her again 

I said that old song sure does fit me 

'Cause I'm a truck drivin' man. 

 

CHORUS 

Pour me another cup of coffee 

for it is the best in the land 

I'll put a nickel in the jukebox 

And play the truck drivin' man. 

 

I climbed back aboard my old SEMI 

And then like a flash I was gone 

I got them old truck wheels a-rollin' 

I'm on my way to San Antone. 

 

CHORUS 
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Uncle Pen  Key: A 
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Wabash Cannonball  Key: G 
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Wade In the Water  Key: Em 
 

(Chorus) 

Em   G  Em  G  Em    Em  G  Em  G 

Wade in the water,  wade in the water children, 

Em   G  Em  G  Em    Em                          D  Em 

Wade in the water,  the Lord’s gonna trouble the water.  
(repeat) 

Em                                  Em  G  Em  G  Em 

Who’s that yonder dressed in red,  Wade in the water. 
Em                                          

Looks like the band that Moses led,   

Em                           D  Em 

the Lord’s gonna trouble the water. 
 

Chorus 

Em                                   Em   G  Em  G  Em 

Who’s that yonder dressed in white,  Wade in the water. 
Em         

Looks like the leader is the Israelite,   

Em                           D  Em 

the Lord’s gonna trouble the water. 
 

Chorus 

Em                                  Em   G  Em  G Em 

Who’s that comin’ dressed in blue,  Wade in the water. 
Em                                            

Looks like the children all comin’ through,   
Em                           D  Em 

the Lord’s gonna trouble the water 
 

Chorus 
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Wagon Wheel  Key:  
 

Intro: G D Em C G D C 

 

G                 D 

Headed down south to the land of the pines 

   Em                    C 

And I'm thumbin' my way into North Caroline 

G 

Starin' up the road 

D                       C 

And pray to God I see headlights 

G                           D 

I made it down the coast in seventeen hours 

Em                       C 

Pickin' me a bouquet of dogwood flowers 

G  

And I'm a hopin' for Raleigh 

D                      C 

So I can see my baby tonight 

 

G                D 

So rock me mama like a wagon wheel 

Em              C 

Rock me mama anyway you feel 

G       C          

Hey mama rock me 

G                    D 

Rock me mama like the wind and the rain 

Em                    C 

Rock me mama like a south-bound train 

G        C 

Hey mama rock me 
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 Walls of Time  Key: G 
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Waltz Across Texas  Key: G 
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Way Downtown  Key:  G 
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What Should we do with the Drunken Sailor  Key: Am 

 

1)  [Am] What shall we do with a drunken sailor? 

     [G] What shall we do with a drunken sailor? 

     [Am] What shall we do with a drunken sailor? 

     [G] Ear-lye in the [Am] mornin'? 

 

Chorus: 

          Way, hey, an' up she rises, 

          Way, hey, an' up she rises, 

          Way, hey, an' up she rises, 

          Ear-lye in the morning. 

 

2)  Put him in the longboat 'till he's sober... 

 

3)  Keep him there and make him bail 'er... 

 

4)  Give him a dose of salt and water... 

 

5) Shave his belly with a rusty razor... 

 

6) Put him in bed with the captain's daughter...  
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When the Saints Go Marching In  Key: C 
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Where the Soul Never Dies  Key:  
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White Freight Liner  Key: C 

F 

I'm goin' out on the highway 

                         C7 

listen to them big trucks whine 

 F 

I'm goin out on the highway 

                         C7 

listen to them big trucks whine 

G 

Ah, white freight liner 

          F             C 

won't you steal away my mind 

 

Well, New Mexico ain't bad, Lord 

and people here they treat you kind 

Ah, New Mexico ain't bad, Lord 

and people here they treat you kind 

Ah, white freight liner 

won't you steal away my mind 

 

Well, it's bad news from Houston 

half my friends are dying 

Well, it's bad news from Houston 

half my friends are dying 

White freight liner 

won't you steal away my mind 

 

Lordy Lord, I'm gonna ramble 

till I get back to where I came 

Oh, Lord, I'm gonna ramble 

till I get back to where I came 

That white freight liner's 

gonna haul away my brain 

 

Repeat first 
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Wild Bill Jones  Key: A 

Allison Krauss & Union Station 

 

A 

As I went down for to take a little walk 

                 E 

I came upon that Wild Bill Jones 

       A 

He was a-walkin' and a-talkin' by my true lover's 

side 

                  E         A 

And I bid him to leave her alone 

 

He said, "My age is twenty-one, 

Too old to be controlled." 

I pulled my revolver from my side 

And I destroyed that poor boys soul 

 

He reeled and he staggered then he fell to the 

ground 

And then he gave one giant moan 

He wrapped his arms around my little girl's neck 

Saying, "Honey, won't you carry me home." 

 

So put them handcuffs on me boys 

And lead me to that freight car gate 

I have no friends or relations there 

No one for to go my bail 

 

So pass around that ol' longneck bottle 

And we'll all go on a spree 

Today saw the last of Wild Bill Jones 

And tomorrow'll be the last of me 
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Wildwood Flower  Key:  
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Will the Circle Be Unbroken  Key: G 
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Will You Be Lonesome Too  Key: A 
John Hartford-Missouri Ridge Runners 

Banjo tuned [E], Capo 3, Key of [A] 

Chords by:  Verne Garrison 2-17-2010 

 

 

   [A]                [E7]           [A] 

Now how would you like to be lonesome? 

                   [E7] 

When Someone is through with you 

    [A]         [E7]        [A] 

My heart is sad and lonesome 

                   [E7]      [A] 

Wonder if you're lonesome too 

                   [E7]      [A]  

Wonder if you're lonesome too 

 

 

I don't want you crying cause I'm leaving 

I don't want you crying cause I'm blue 

Only my thoughts make me lonesome  

I wonder if you're lonesome too 

I wonder if you're lonesome too 

 

Why should I love someone so lonesome 

Why should I try to be true 

I know what it means to be lonesome 

I wonder if you're lonesome too 

I wonder if you're lonesome too 
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Working on a Building  Key: D 
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Worried Man Blues  Key: G 
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Wreck of the Old 97  Key:  
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Y'All Come  Key: D 

 



175 

You Are My Flower  Key: G 

 
G 
When summertime is gone 
G                  D7 
And snow begins to fall 
D7 
You can sing this song  
                   G 
And say to one and all 
 

G 
You are my flower  
G                                  D7 
That's blooming in the mountain so high 
D7 
You are my flower 
D7                        G 
That's blooming there for me 

 
G 
So wear a happy smile  
G                     D7 
And life will be worthwhile 
D7 
Forget the tears  
D7                  G 
But don't forget to smile 
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You Are My Sunshine  Key: D 
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Your Love is Like a Flower  Key: A 

 

 

 

-- end – 


